CRITICAL RACE THEORY
Instructor:
Vince Jungkunz

Office:

Bentley Annex 249
Office Hours:
Mondays, noon to 3.  
Email:

jungkunz@ohio.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the 1950s and 60s, we witnessed a series of political and legal changes that seemed to usher in a new era regarding race and inequality in the United States—Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, Civil Rights and Voting Rights in the 1960s, desegregation efforts in public schools, among others.  While these changes represent some level of “racial” progress in our collective lives, our contemporary setting is still pervaded by a variety of racisms and inequalities.  And, in spite of these harsh realities, our public conversations about race, when they actually occur, seem to lack the ideational tools and commitments that might signal more widespread and meaningful justice.  We live in a sociopolitical context in which individuals such as Michael Richards (also known as “Kramer” from Seinfeld) and Don Imus have behaved in exceedingly racially offensive ways while maintaining that they are not racist.  We have recently witnessed college students holding “race” (read racist) parties in which they (white students) have played out horrible and destructive racial stereotypes (drinking malt liquor, carrying guns, and eating fried chicken) during the weekend we as a society were supposed to be celebrating the life of Martin Luther King.  And, yet again, some of these students have claimed that they were not racist, and did not understand that what they were doing was racist.  We also live in a social context that carries with it a series of inequalities related to race, yet professes that we have “overcome” in so many ways—a stance that appears for some of us to be contradictory.  Finally, there is Michael Brown.  
Given the paradoxes and ironies of the contemporary racial context, it seems we are in need of a vision regarding race that can allow us to understand apparent contradictions and devastating inequalities, while also encouraging us to challenge racism in its most deeply entrenched guises.  Critical Race Theory might be just such a vision.  Critical Race Theory, while emerging out of legal studies, is a multidisciplinary study of race and racism; one that teaches us that racism is far from a phenomenon of the past.  Actually, according to leading critical race theorists, racism is a pervasive and normal part of contemporary life—in fact, postures and pastures of anti-racism are the rarity, that which defies the norm.  By illuminating the social construction of race, the various forms of racism, the widespread existence of white privilege, and the ways that race intersects with other forms of injustice and oppression, CRT offers a vital set of tools for societies still infused with enormous racial injustice, of which ours is certainly one. 

Throughout this semester, we will interrogate contemporary issues of race from a CRT framework.  We will attempt an understanding of race that requires political action as a consequence—this means that we will ask some difficult and “intentionally elusive” questions about racism, whiteness, white privilege, and power.  And, hopefully, we will emerge the better for it—better citizens, better members of community, and better activists that seek to begin dismantling race and the racism that accompanies it. 

We can no longer marinate our politics in the fabricated idea of “post-racial.”  Therefore, we are going to check ourselves before we wreck ourselves—Why are we so racist?  Given our racism, do political authorities deserve the obedience of some, yet not others?  Why do you answer as you do?  Will we ever dismantle white supremacy?  How?  We must, of course, spend great time in critical thought about our current regime.  How is white supremacy as ideological belief being used to create and maintain white power/Trump?  Every moment you engage this course, don’t lie and don’t front.  Start by asking yourself, are we a mendacitocracy?  (YES!)  More deeply, are we a “racialcide-mendacitocracy” that practices spirit murder, opportunity murder, murder? If we are a political society that rules by and though lies that we tell ourselves and others tell us, who will show us what’s really up?  How are we being manipulated?  Are we being manipulated, or are we the manipulators and fabricators of “true” and “fake?”  In this course, we are going to look into the mirror, looking for democratic citizen-activists.  Bring the real…

TEXTS
There are 9 required books for this course (available at The Little Professor Bookstore), as listed below, as well as an article or two you will access via BlackBoard.  Each reading this semester should be engaged closely and carefully (see Course Schedule below for reading assignments.).  The following books are required:
Charles Mills, The Racial Contract
Derrick Bell, Faces at the Bottom of the Well
Zygmunt Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Racism Without Racists
Stout, The Sociopath Next Door
Carol Anderson, White Rage
George Lipsitz, The Possessive Investment in Whiteness
Tehama Lopez Bunyasi and Candis Watts Smith, Stay Woke
James Baldwin, Collected Essays 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING POLICY
Students will write two exams, and twelve response papers.  Attendance and participation are required. Beginning week 2, there will be special lectures and/or essays by Dr. Jungkunz meant to help you understand how all this political theory relates to our contemporary crisis.
Response papers     
   
=
100

Exams @ 100 points each  
= 
200




 

Total  
300
Course grades will be determined as follows:


Letter Grade

Single Exam Grade

Cumulative Grade


A


93 - 100


279 - 300


A-


90 - 92



270 - 278


B+


87 - 89



261 - 269


B


83 - 86



249 - 260


B-


80 - 82



240 - 248


C+


77 - 79



231 - 239


C


73 - 76



219 - 230


C-


70 - 72



210 - 218


D+


67 - 69



201 - 209


D


63 - 66



189 - 200


D-


60 - 62



180 - 188


F


< =  59



< = 179
RESPONSE PAPERS
Students are required to write twelve response papers (see schedule/due dates below).  The response papers should be 1 single-spaced page, 12-point font.  The papers should be thoughtful engagements with a major theme or idea presented in the texts.  After picking a theme, or set of themes, you should very briefly summarize the theme/idea; then, you should proceed to put forward your own ideas, points of agreement/disagreement, etc.  Each paper is due the day before the class in which a given reading will be discussed, posted on Blackboard the evening before.
COURSE SCHEDULE
(Note:  While there is some flexibility already built into this schedule, I do reserve the right to alter it when appropriate.  Also, this schedule is your responsibility.  There will be no opportunities to make-up missed work, including exams, with the exception of a documented illness or emergency.)

8/26:  
Course Introduction:  What is Critical Race Theory?

The Racial Polity & the Permanence of Racism
9/2:
Labor Day: no classes

9/9:
The Racial Contract  




Read Mills




Response 1 Due
9/16:
The Social Production of Moral Indifference




Read Bauman, Chapters 1 – 3




Response 2 Due
9/23: 
Bankruptcy of Modern Safeguards




Read Bauman, Chapters 4-7




Response 3 Due

9/30:
The Contemporary (white) Mind?




Read Stout, The sociopath next door




Response 4 Due

10/7:
White Rage




Read Anderson




Response Paper 5 Due

10/14:
Permanent Racism:  Faces at the Bottom of the Well



Read Bell, Faces at the Bottom of the Well
Read “Two-Faced Racism” by Houts Picca and Feagin (BB)



Response 6 Due
Contemporary Racisms: Whiteness as Property, Privilege, and Education
10/21:
Midterm
10/21: 
Whiteness as Property: The Possessive Investment in Whiteness




Read Lipsitz Introduction, and Chapters 1 – 5. 



Response 7 Due 

10/29:
The Possessive Investment in Whiteness



Read Lipsitz, Chapters 6 - 11



Response 8 Due




11/4:
Racism Without Racists



Read Bonilla Silva




Response 9 Due
11/11:
Veterans Day—no class. 

Taking Responsibility for Contemporary Racisms
Rejecting Whiteness, a Responsibility to Know, and Love
11/18:
Stay Woke: A People’s Guide to Making All Black Lives Matter



Read Lopez Bunyasi and Watts Smith




Response 10 Due
11/25:
Silent Yielding:  Dismantling Whiteness and Ignorance, and building Love 




Read Jungkunz and White: “Ignorance, Innocence, and Democratic 

Responsibility:  Seeing Race, Hearing Racism.”  Journal of Politics (Volume 75, Issue 2, April, 2013).



Response 11 Due 
12/2:
Read Baldwin, Selections (Announced during semester)



Response 12 Due 
Final Exam
Concluding Thoughts—Strive and Thrive:  

This course covers very difficult political concepts and social problems.  Our task is to always strive to become better: better students, better citizens, better teachers, better neighbors, better democratic subjects, and more just people.  We are living in a time during which we may be witnessing a substantial shift away from our cherished political ideals.  Note that I do not refer to this as a shift away from our politico-economic social realities, but a shift away from the ideals that have been the fuel, when people rightfully use our promises to ourselves about legitimate political authority and democracy, that have kept some of us striving for a better political society.  If we do not strive now, we will not only stop thriving, we will erase the amazing and beautiful and painful work that those before us have done to bring us partially (partially yes, but very important nonetheless) in line with our professed values, hopes, dreams, and aspirations.  A shift away from critical citizenship is happening—has been happening.  In our contemporary lives together, what may be different is that some among us are making a devilish bargain.  They are literally embracing lies, violences, and values that contradict what this country and its citizens have been trying to achieve since we officially became a political “us.”  This is dangerous, and it will only be through dedicated and critical citizens that we can fight to regain our footing, and protect our slow march toward democracy for all our peoples.  We have to strive in order to thrive.  Are you in?  
